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Accent Liasnity or Suop TEacuers 


by &. W. TISCHENDORF 


Thus subject ® one of great importance 
to the industrial education teacher and esp. 
cially to pupils so unfortunate as to have an 
accident in the school shop. In addition t 
the legal obligation, there is a moral obliga 
thom to parents and pupils involved in school 
accidents 

What is an accident The dictionary 
points out that an injury is not accidental 
if i can be foreseen or if carelessness causes 
it. It also points out that a person must use 
some degree of care in his conduct, depending 
upon circumstances surrounding the situation 
im order to avoid the negligent injury of 
others. An accident results from an unsafe 
act, and/or mechanical or physical hazard 


There are two primary sources of law 


; 


They are (1) common law and (2) statutory 


law. Court decisions constitute common law 

the law found in those decisions not based 
on a specific statute. Statutory law is the final 
primary source of law. Each of our 48 states 
The legislation in any one may 
differ from that of another or all other states 


An! anv state mav overrule a judicial prece 


m soOVerCIEN 


dent and amend or appeal previous statutes 
4 statute may be greatly changed by judicial 
interpretation 

The conclusion of one of several similar 
court cases in Ohio is that: “In the absence 
of a statute specifically creating a civil lia 
bility, a Beard of Education is not liable in 
damages to a pupil who is taking a manual 
training course in its mechanical department 
and who suffers injury as a result of the 
board's failure to properly protect as required 
by law, the machinery used by the pupil 


In thi case, the plaintiff suffered injuries 
when his hand came in contact with a buzz- 
saw. The petition charged that the Board of 


Ma. THROM ENDOM? i professor of industrial arte 
Keat (Ohm) State university 
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Education was negligent in maintaining a 
saw without a guard. This case is an example 
of common law 

We are all aware of accidents in the school 
shops for which there are no available records 
I wish to mention a few examples 


|. A bey in a woodworking shop was 
surfacing a small piece of wood on the jointes 
The piece of wood was too small to be proc- 
ewed on a power jointer. As the piece of 
wood was crossing the revolving knives, the 
back end of the piece dropped into the cut 
ting head and the heel of the hand of the 
operator was badly cut 
2. A boy in a woodworking shop was 
asked by the instructor to surface a piece of 
wood for the handles of a cedar chest. The 
chest was the teacher's project and was his 
personal property upon completion. The piece 
was too small to be procemed on the power 
jointer. The boy cut ane of his fingers making 
it necessary to amputate part of it. Several 
years later, apparentiy the injured boy con- 
sulted an attorney concerning the advisability 
of filing suit for damages resulting from the 
accidem. The attorney wrote a letter to the 
teacher concerning some settlement out of 
court. Sufficient time had then expired so 
that it was impossible to file suit legally 
against the teacher 
\ boy usng the lathe caught a turning 
tool in the revolving wood. The tool gouged 
a finger of the operator. The pupil was given 
first aid by the school nurse. The instructor 
frequently observed the condition of the in 
jury, and it seemed to be progressing sats 
factorily. Several days after the accident ox 
curred, the pupil was absent, whereupon the 
principal of the school approached the im- 
structor to discuss the details of the accident 
The parents had informed the principal of 
the accident and reported that the boy was in 
the hospital for treatment of tetanus which 
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"The bonds Lila and I bought 
for our countrys defense helped us 


to own our own home! 


HOW U. & SAVINGS BONDS 
PAID OFF FOR SELDEN AND LILA ROBINSON 
OF DENVER, COLORADO 
“Bond saving enabled me to become a home 
owner,”’ says Selden Robinson, “then 
to buy a better house, and to replace our old 


car with a new one.” 
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The Robinsons’ story can be your story, too! 
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FOR YOUR SECURITY, AND YOUR COUNTRY’S TOO, SAVE NOW— 


THROUGH REGULAR PURCHASE OF U. 5. SAVINGS BONDS! 
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Do not neglect wounds, however small; even 
scratches and small cuts may become infected if 
they are not properly treated, 


‘Mercurochrome’ (H. W. & D. brand of mer- 
bromin, dibromoxymercurifluorescein-sodium ) 
is one of the best antiseptics for first aid use. It is 
accepted by the Council on Pharmacy and Chem- 
istry of the American Medical Association for 
this purpose 


The 2°, aqueous solution does not sting and 
can be applied safely to small wounds, Children 
do not hesitate to report their injuries promptly 
when ‘Mercurochrome’ is the household anti- 
septic, because they know that they will not be 
hurt. Other advantages are that solutions keep 
indefinitely and the color shows just where it has 
been applied 


Doctors have used ‘Mercurochrome’ for 


more than 28 years. 


Keep a bottle of ‘Mercurochrome’ handy for 
the first aid care of all minor wounds. Do not fail 


to calla phy sician in more serious Cases 


HYNSON, WESTCOTT 
& DUNNING, INC. 


BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 





